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Dates for your diary 

November 

 

Wednesday 5th November 

Dance Workshops 

 

Family Fireworks Night - 4:30pm 

Tickets still available—Cash only on the 
door and at the event 

 

Monday 10th November  

Anti-Bullying Week—Odd Socks Day 

 
Maths Workshop - 2:30pm 

 

Wednesday 12th November 

EYFS Stay and Play session - 9:15am 

 

Friday 14th November 

Children in Need  

 

Always Tea Pizza party  

 

Monday 24th November  

CUSP Breakfast - 8:15am - 9am 

 

Tuesday 25th November  
Early Years Class Assembly—2.50pm 

 

Wednesday 26th November 

EYFS Stay and Play session - 9:15am 

 

Headteacher’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we look back on October, I am delighted to share some of the 
many achievements and positive moments from our school communi-
ty. We are proud to welcome visitors from the fire services and NHS, 
who shared valuable safety and health messages with our pupils, en-
riching their learning beyond the classroom. Our Harvest Church ser-
vice was a heartfelt event, bringing us together to celebrate gratitude 
and community spirit. 
 

Congratulations to all the children who received their Bronze and Sil-
ver reading awards — a fantastic milestone in their literacy journey. 
This year, our class assemblies will focus on the importance of read-
ing, with each one linked to a different book. This idea was inspired 
by the valuable feedback from parents during our Reading Workshop. 
We are passionate about nurturing a love of reading and helping chil-
dren see how a wonderful book can take them on many exciting 
learning adventures. Please keep an eye out for the upcoming assem-
bly dates!  
 
I am also incredibly proud of our students' outstanding attitudes to-
wards their behaviour and learning, which continue to create a posi-
tive and supportive school environment. Additionally, our staff have 
been working closely with children to build their confidence, especial-
ly during assessment periods, ensuring they feel prepared and moti-
vated to succeed. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support in making our school a wonderful 
place to learn and grow. 
 

Warm regards, 
 
Mrs E McVeigh  
Acting Headteacher  

"You will know them by their fruits."   

October 2025 
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Why read with my child?  

 

Children expand their language and vocabulary when they listen to or join in a story. 
Book talk brings particular advantages.  

Parents who engage their children in books prepare them for being enthusiastic readers: you 
can transform your child’s attitude to reading. This is because children learn to focus and 

share the enjoyment of the story; they learn how stories start and finish, how a plot unravels 
and is resolved. They learn that books can transport them anywhere!  

Book related talk introduces children to language that they might not hear in ordinary conver-
sation. This helps them to understand what they read later; both in their leisure and across 

the curriculum.  

Researchers in the United States, who looked at the impact of parents reading with their chil-
dren, released the following information about their findings:  

The number of words a child would have heard by the time they were 5 years old:  
Never read to – 4,663 words  
Read to 1-2 times a week- 63,570 words  
Read to 3-5 times a week – 169,520 words  
Read to daily – 296,660 words  
Five books a day – 1,483,300  

As you can see, the impact on reading and sharing books with your child is significant. Not only 
will this progress their reading but it will support and improve their writing too. The majority 
of the time, our greater depth writers are avid, enthusiastic readers! 

 

"You will know them by their fruits."   

October 2025 

A huge well done to all the 

children who received 

their Bronze Reading 

Award last half term! Well 

done to the 2 children 

who also received their  

Silver Reading Award too! 

Keep it up everyone! 
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Wren Class 

 

Diwali in EYFS – A Celebration of Light and Learning 

 

The children have been immersed in the celebration of Diwali, the Festival of 
Lights. Through stories, art and play, we explored the traditions and meaning be-
hind this special festival. The children enjoyed: 

• Listening to the story of The Best Diwali Ever and Rama and Sita, learning about 
good triumphing over evil. 

• Creating beautiful rangoli patterns in playdough and coloured rice. 

• Making and decorating diyas (using paper plates, glitter and paint) to symbolise 
light and hope. 

• Talking about how people celebrate Diwali at home with family, food, fireworks, 
and lights. 

This topic helped the children to develop their understanding of different cultures 
and beliefs, and the celebration of diversity. 

 

Osprey Class 

 

What a fabulous first term we have had! The children have been 
busy settling into routines and building strong foundations across 
the curriculum. In English, we have been developing our phonics 
skills, reading texts and answering questions. We have also been 
writing sentences with punctuation and extending sentence with  descriptive      
language using our senses to help us. 

In Maths, we have explored number bonds, place value, and basic addition and     
subtraction using practical resources when needed. Our Science  lessons 
have focused on seasonal changes and plants and this had meant lots of 
outdoor learning and exploring which has been great fun.  

The children have also enjoyed expressing themselves through music and 
PE, where they have built coordination and teamwork skills. It's been a 
joyful and productive start to the year, with lots of curiosity, creativity, 
and growth. 
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Ravens Class 

 

In Year 3 and 4 we set up a camera trap after lots of evidence of furry intruders had been found on the 
field. The trap captured several great images with this one being the best! Other creatures spotted      
included -  birds, squirrels and cats!   

 

 

Red Kite Class 

 

What a fantastic and busy term it has been! Red Kite Class have approached their 
learning with enthusiasm, kindness, and curiosity and it has been wonderful to see 
new friendships forming and everyone working so well together. 

In Maths, we have been working on multiplication and division.  

Although these topics have been challenging, the children have shown  

great perseverance and their confidence has grown. 

In Writing, the children have been exploring poetry inspired by Ancient 
Greece. They have particularly enjoyed performing their poems with 
their classmates, bringing their words to life through expression and movement. This 
work has linked in beautifully with our history topic on Ancient Greece, where the 
children have loved learning about the fascinating world of Greek gods and myths. 

To round off the term, we enjoyed some cooking sessions, where the children 
worked together to make three delicious recipes. Every dish was a great success, and 
it was lovely to see the pride on their faces as they shared their creations. 
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Fire Safety Visitors  

It was great to have representatives from the fire service and the NHS educating the chil-
dren all about fire safety! The children had some great knowledge. Please ask them about 
this experience because they have some questions for you at home! I hope you all know 
how long you’re allowed to keep a hot water bottle for! Also I’d revise what to do if your 
clothing is on fire.  
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Attendance 

 

At Richard Hill, we believe that positive behaviour and regular school attendance are key 
to helping pupils make the most of their school experience. By being in lessons and fully 
engaged, children can achieve more, support their wellbeing, and build brighter futures. 
When pupils miss out on learning, they risk falling behind and facing challenges that may 
affect both their education and wider life. Evidence also shows that school-age education 
has lasting benefits for children’s health and wellbeing, making it an important part of 
helping them thrive. 

 

As a Trust, we are aiming for 96% or above to ensure all of our  
children are given the full opportunity to flourish.  

 

Whole School attendance so far this year:  

96.2% 

 

If you need any support with attendance, 

please contact the school.  

We are here to help!  



 

 

 

Stay and Play Sessions 

 

We were thrilled to welcome so many families to our       
recent Stay and Play session! It was a joyful morning filled 
with inquisitive, creativity, and meaningful connections - 
and we absolutely loved having you with us. 

 

What We Got Up To 

Children and grown-ups explored a wide range of activities together, including: 

• Painting and mark-making in our creative corner 

• Building towers and patterns in our Maths area 

• Sharing stories in our cozy reading nook 

• Investigating natural materials in our sensory trays 

It was heart-warming to see children proudly guiding their families around the classroom, engaging in 
play with confidence, curiosity, and joy. 

 

Why It Matters 

These sessions help children feel secure and excited about their learning environment. They also give 
parents a valuable opportunity to see how we nurture early development through play - and just how 
much fun we have doing it! It was also a great chance for parents to connect with the class teacher, ask 
questions, and gain insight into their child’s learning journey when they start school. 

Stay and Play Sessions 



 

 

Help keep children safe with online Techosaurus 

 

Children are growing up in a time where screens are everywhere and the internet plays a big part in their 
lives, even from a very young age. 

This can be beneficial, they can learn new things, connect with friends and family, and have fun. But it's 
important to have conversations on how to explore the online world safely. 

That's where Techosaurus, our new friendly dinosaur comes in! 

We understand that talking about online safety can seem daunting, but it doesn't have to be. We have 
created Techosaurus specifically to make these conversations as easy as possible for you and your child. 

Techosaurus is aimed at little ones who are starting to use technology and the internet, and keeps the 
conversation around online safety positive. Techosaurus will help your child to form healthy online hab-
its, routines and behaviours from a young age, and build basic knowledge and skills related to online 
safety. 

 

For more information visit: 

 

Help keep children safe online with Techosaurus! | NSPCC   

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/techosaurus/


 

 

Admissions Update: Foundation and 

Secondary School Places  

 

Mid-term  admissions  are  processed via LearnAt, 
but first-time admissions for both Foundation 
Stage and Secondary School must be completed 
through the Leicestershire  County  Council  web-
site:  

 

Foundation Stage Admissions (August 2026 Start-
ers)  

If your child is starting Foundation in August 2026, 
applications must be submitted by:  

15th January 2026  
 

To book a place on our stay and play dates, or to 
book a school tour, please contact us: 
Telephone: 0116 234 0212 

Email: office@ric.learnat.uk 
 

Spread the Word!  

Please share these important dates with family 
and friends.  

We still have a few places available in this  

year’s Foundation Stage, so if you know  

anyone who might be interested in joining our 
school community, please encourage them to call 
the office to find out more.  

 

Did you know?  

Over half of our pupils come from outside the 
catchment area—so don’t hesitate to recommend 
us to families near and far!  
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