
Welcome!



Our Reading Promise
Through systematic synthetic phonics
Through a high quality reading scheme 
Through daily reading lessons
Through books in every area of the
curriculum.
Through quick intervention when
someone is falling behind 
Through robust assessment of reading
Through effective monitoring
Through high quality CPD for all staff 



We make the
promise to
read for
pleasure
every day.

What genres do you love? What
authors are your favourite? What
makes a book amazing? We are
going to share our favourite books to
help you decide what you like! 



We promise to
work with parents
so that reading
doesn’t only
happen at school. 
Reading shouldn’t stop when you leave school each day.
So whether it’s understanding how to say the sounds in
phonics, going to the library, choosing a book as a treat
instead of a toy because they are just amazing! 



We promise to teach all the
elements of word recognition and
language comprehension



We promise
to use a
range of high
quality texts.
Our comprehensive CUSP Literature
Spine allows for all children from
Foundation to Year 6 to access a range
of genres and authors. 

We plan opportunities for talk and
exploration of ambitious vocabulary.



Fluent, automatic,
passionate readers 

Phonics!



Phonics!

At Richard Hill, we use the scheme called 
“Little Wandle”. 

This scheme has been validated by the DFE.



So what is Phonics?

Phonics is not reading alone. 
Phonics involves matching the sounds of
spoken English with individual letters or

groups of letters. For example, the sound
k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.



Why are “pure
sounds” important? 
Pure sound in phonics, is the pronunciation of each
letter sound clearly and distinctly without adding
additional sounds to the end. For instance, the /f/

sound is pronounced as 'f' and not 'fuh’. An
understanding of pure sounds will help children to

blend and segment words.



What is “blending”?



What are “tricky
words”?

Words that are commonly used in English, but they
have complex spelling patterns which make them

difficult to read and write. 

For example, said, of and was.



Nursery -  Phase 1: phonological awareness and oral blending

Reception -  Teach phases 2, 3 & 4: learning, blending and segmenting new graphemes
(including digraphs & trigraphs)

Year 1 - Review phase 3 & teach Phase 5: learning, blending and segmenting new
graphemes (including alternative sounds)

Year 2 - Review phase 5 & teach Bridge to Spelling : Review Phase 5 sounds and learn
spelling patterns inline with KS1 National Curriculum 

Reading after Phonics - Phonics is still used as a strategy throughout school and adult life! 

If a child needs extra intervention, the phonics lead will assess the child and provide support.

The children’s Phonics Journey at Richard Hill!



What does a lesson look like?



Phonics Screening Year 1
The phonics screening check is

an informal test that year 1
pupils in state-funded schools
in the UK must undertake. It is

part of their education in
phonics, which is a method
through which children are

taught how to read and write,
and it tests them on their

ability to read and decode a
series of words. 

The test is a statutory
assessment.



How do we support children who are
struggling their phonics?

A rapid catch up programme.
Assessment every 3-6 weeks.

Reading practice sessions 3
times a week (1:1 if needed)



Member Login | Letters and Sounds (littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk)

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/member-login/


Green Sticker Books
Home Readers

Children can choose and change as often as they like
Mix of books for all abilities in the selection

(not at a decodable level so adult support may be
needed)

Pink Sticker Books
Read at school and at home
Decodable/levelled Books

Reading Scheme F- 6
Mostly Big Cat Books

Teachers choose and change

Books
coming
home...



Richard Hill
Diversity Scheme

These books have
yellow stickers and

shouldn't be coming
home!



Please feel free to come and speak your child’s teacher,
Mrs McVeigh or Mrs Applebee if you have any further

questions.


